
Newspaper Clippings Of 

Our Montessori School  
— Florida, Mid to Late 1960’s — 

 

When IBM transferred my husband to 
Cape Canaveral in the early 1960’s 
(before it was renamed Cape Kennedy), 
we became one of the first 10 families 
they sent there for the Apollo Program. 
The IBM workforce later grew to 1,000, 
and the same rapid growth was true of 
many other companies.  

With this explosion in growth in the area 
came the need for good preschools. So 
after reading every book Maria Montes-
sori had written, I set out to establish 
what was the first Montessori school in 
Florida.  

This new type of program became very 
popular, attracting a great deal of   
attention from the local press These are 
a few clippings I have saved in an old 
scrapbook. The major article — which 
kicked off the entire process — is shown 
in full, on the next page.  

Janet Kierstead 



An Excellent Article in USA TODAY. Getting started was a struggle, to say the least.  But we were lucky, as it happened that the newspaper 
that ultimately became the widely read, USA TODAY, was just starting up in Brevard County. And their intent was to cover not only national, 
but local news. So they featured our plans in a full-page story. In it, the reporter did an excellent job of describing the Montessori Method. (It’s 

still well worth the read for anyone wanting 
to understand the Montessori approach.)  

So her article and the photo shown here 
kicked off the process, which then took many 
months to come to fruition. As soon as it was 
published, I received a phone call from the 
wife of the local pediatrician. They had one 
preschool child — and lots of friends. So she 
invited me to speak to a group of parents in 
their home. From that first evening meeting, 
we filled up a large portion of the class.  

Also immediately following the appearance  
of this article, I got a call from a Dutch Mon-
tessori directress whose husband had just 
been transferred into The Cape by Rockwell. 
She ultimately became our directress.  

As for the school itself, we first attempted to 
buy a vacant lot to build on. But the city 
dragged its feet in completing the road lead-
ing to the property. So eventually, we bought 
an old house, and my husband and I (with 
children in tow) spent the weekends con-
verting it into a school. He opened up some 
walls and  built new, raised floors in the 
kitchen and bathroom. This, to make the 
counters accessible to the children. I did the 
painting.  Plus, I spent weekdays struggling 
with city approvals, responding to parents 
wanting info, and organizing all else that 
went into establishing a private school. 

This was before we had any Montessori 

equipment, so the USA TODAY reporter 

had us stage this scene in our breakfast 

nook — with me, our older daughter, a 

cute little pitcher, and a book! Eventu-

ally, both Michele and our younger 

daughter, Nichole, attended the school. 

(Nichole started at age 2, after several 

attempts to join the carpool, along  

with her sister. Once allowed into the 

class — she loved it!)   


