When IBM transferred my husband to
Cape Canaveral in the early 1960’s
(before it was renamed Cape Kennedy),
we became one of the first 10 families
they sent there for the Apollo Program.
The IBM workforce later grew to 1,000,
and the same rapid growth was true of

many other companies.

With this explosion in growth in the area |
came the need for good preschools. So
after reading every book Maria Montes- |
sori had written, | set out to establish |
what was the first Montessori school in

Florida.

This new type of program became very
popular, attracting a great deal of
attention from the local press These are
a few clippings | have saved in an old
scrapbook. The major article — which
kicked off the entire process — is shown

in full, on the next page.

Janet Rierotead
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MAKING PREPARATIONS — Mrs,
Anne Vliegenthart, directress, and
Mrs. Donald Kierstead arrange the
weight measures and geometric forms
which will be used by the children

Newspaper Clippings Of

Our Montessori School
— Florida, Mid to Late 1960's —
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g the Kierstead Early Learn-
ing Center, S. Dixie Hwy. The Center
is based on the learning methods de-
veloped by Maria Montessori. — S-A
Photo by McClendon.
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By AMY CLARK
TODAY Stalt Writer
“My little girl eats and sleeps
M.l:ry now," nld-hn’e mother.
“And my son gets along so
much better with his bmu‘lg

are comments.
that Mrs. Donald M. Kierstead
hears as mothers pick up their
children at the close of daily
Montessori classes at the Kier-
stead Early Learning Center in
Titusville.

~ The accompanying.
Titusville school’s opes

the late Dr. Maria Montessori,
an Talian {eacher and. physi
an,

Twenty nine boys and girls
in age from 3 to 6
direetoy (u'f‘..i.i:‘,‘,“.'am“’ il
ectoress (Mo for  full of Montessori apparatus
icacher) is Anne Viiegenthart built in Holland and 4 Kitchen,
and the classroom assistant  and bathroom, S
Mrs, Theodore Zimmerman. “The kitchen and bathroom
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An Excellent Article in USA TODAY. Getting started was a struggle, to say the least. But we were lucky, as it happened that the newspaper
that ultimately became the widely read, USA TODAY, was just starting up in Brevard County. And their intent was to cover not only national,
but local news. So they featured our plans in a full-page story. In it, the reporter did an excellent job of describing the Montessori Method. (It’s

A First For Brevard

jnfroa/ucing: monfeddori

By NANCY PFUND

TITUSVILLE —Brevard's
pioneering spirit has
intoxicated yet another for-
ward-looking citizen.

Mrs. Janet Kierstead
armed with a basic ideal:
“It could be better,” a
preschooler of her own,
and the family savings,
will open one of Florida’s
first preschools wholly in-
doctrinated in the Montes-
sori Method of learning.

The basic principle of the
method, developed by Dr.
Maria Montessori  (1870-
1952), is that children are
essentially serious minded
and will educate
themselves if only permit-
ted to do so.

DR. Montessori was the
first woman ever to receive
a doctorate degree from the
University of Rome (Ita-
ly) medical school. Her
extensive psychiatric work
with mentally disturbed
children in Europe led her
to develop teaching tech-
niques for normal children.

The Montessori Method
encourages a child’s initia-
tive and employs specially
prepared and highly re-
fined teaching material
and games for sense and
muscle development.

Emphasis is focused on
the child’s freedom to ab-
sotb. The directress’
(teacher) function is one of
a supervisor and guide
rather than formal instruc-
tor. The child would not be
forced or driven into learn-
ing motor or perceptual
skills. i

THE first six years of a
child’s life are called the
“‘years of absorption.’” Dur-
ing this tvime he is not
making a cons - etfort
to study but is continuously
gathering knowledge by
‘‘absorbing”
environment,

Within the years of
sorption he is experien
“'periods of sensitivity."” /
each sense (sight
motor, sm! €
of his brain
child feels

it from his

tinction than at any other
time in his life.

HE IS a natural mimic.
Not only can he learn his
native language but can
form a solid language
foundation for learning oth-
ers in the future. Instinc-
tively orderly and easily
acquiring  self - discipline,
they have remarkable pow-
ers of mental concentration
which only need stimula-
tion.

The average man ex-
periences this phenomenon
only once in his lifetime.

The Kierstead Montessori
School will provide this
stimulation.

Mrs. Kierstead and her
husband, Do, an engineer
with IBM at Kennedy Space
Center, will be the school’s
administrators. Mrs. Kier-
stead taught for two years

. under the California school

system but would be un-
qualified vo teach the
Montessori Method.

UNDER contract to begin
supervising in the school in
September is Mrs. Mary
Frances Clodfelter of At-
lanta, Ga. She has com-
pleted her postgraduate
work of the Montessori
Method at the Southeastern
- Institute for Montessori Stu-
dies in association with
Oglethorpe College, Atlan-
ta and is fully qualified for
the position.

The Kiersteads hope to
build their school on the
new Knox McRae Road
extension. “We'll have one
room to start with,"" said
Mrs. Kierstead, “with a
two-way window for obser-
vation."

Mo ntessori apparatus
will be shipped from Hol-
land for the children to use

This was before we had any Montessori
equipment, so the USA TODAY reporter
had us stage this scene in our breakfast

to teach themselves lan-
guages, arithmetic, read-
ing, writing and self-help
skills such as dressing.

IN THE classroom the
directress explains how the
apparatus is properly used
and places it with all the
other ‘‘games” on a shelf
accessible to the child.
Then the children are al-
lowed to “play”’ with this

material as it interests
them.
There is no pressure

applied to the preschool-
ers. They are merely sur-
rounded by a richly
equipped environment,
shown how to use it and
allowed to be freely moti-
vated as the aforemen-
tioned ‘‘inner drive” dic-
tates.

THE Kiersteads hope to
begin construction within
the month after the City
Council meets to approve
zoning for the proposed
location of the private non-
profit school.

A desirable class load
for a beginning class would
be 20 pupils to one direct-
ess. Surprising? No, not if
one remembers that the
directress is there only to
guide the individual child
— not instruct him.

Over 200 M ontessori :

Schools have been estab-
lished in the United States
affiliated with Associated
Montessori Internationale
in Holland. This will be
Florida’s first although
m a n y preschools use
Montessori principles.

Mrs. Kierstead, 1220

Thoreau St., Indian River

City, 267-4401, may be con-

tacted for additional infor-

mation concerning the pre-
school program.

nook — with me, our older daughter, a
cute little pitcher, and a book! Eventu-

ally, both Michele and our younger

daughter, Nichole, attended the school.

(Nichole started at age 2, after several

attempts to join the carpool, along
with her sister. Once allowed into the

class — she loved it!)

still well worth the read for anyone wanting
to understand the Montessori approach.)

So her article and the photo shown here
kicked off the process, which then took many
months to come to fruition. As soon as it was
published, | received a phone call from the
wife of the local pediatrician. They had one
preschool child — and lots of friends. So she
invited me to speak to a group of parents in
their home. From that first evening meeting,
we filled up a large portion of the class.

Also immediately following the appearance
of this article, | got a call from a Dutch Mon-
tessori directress whose husband had just
been transferred into The Cape by Rockwell.
She ultimately became our directress.

As for the school itself, we first attempted to
buy a vacant lot to build on. But the city
dragged its feet in completing the road lead-
ing to the property. So eventually, we bought
an old house, and my husband and | (with
children in tow) spent the weekends con-
verting it into a school. He opened up some
walls and built new, raised floors in the
kitchen and bathroom. This, to make the
counters accessible to the children. | did the
painting. Plus, | spent weekdays struggling
with city approvals, responding to parents
wanting info, and organizing all else that
went into establishing a private school.
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An Abseor

Mrs. Don Kierstead, 1220 Thoreau St., Titusville
will b the administrator of Brevard's first
Montessori School for preschoolers. Shown wlthhg




